
EXPLAINING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR AND A 
NEW ARCHBISHOP 

 
What has happened in Brisbane Archdiocese? 

 

 When bishops turn 75 they must offer their resignation to the Holy Father as Archbishop 
Emeritus John Bathersby has done and it has been accepted (effective November 14, 
2011) 

 

 There are three options in this situation while the new archbishop is being appointed 
 

- the incumbent stays on   
- diocesan consultors elect a diocesan administrator (as happened in Sandhurst 

diocese when Bishop Joe Grech died suddenly) 
- the Pope nominates someone to be the Apostolic Administrator pending the 

appointment of the new Archbishop 
 

 With the acceptance of the Archbishop’s resignation the official status of the 
archdiocese is sede vacante; that is, we have no Archbishop. As such, the Pope has 
also instituted the third option above, of nominating an Apostolic Administrator pending 
the appointment of the new Archbishop 
 
 

What is the role of the Apostolic Administrator? 
 

 the role of the Apostolic Administrator is to oversee the governance of the diocese – in 
broad terms it’s ‘business as usual’ 
 

 the Apostolic Administrator has the authority of the Pope and is somewhat less 
constrained than a diocesan administrator 
 

 the role is essentially to maintain the status quo – not to bring in any significant 
innovations pending the appointment of the new archbishop, to do anything that would 
limit the actions of the new archbishop when they take office 

 
 
What will be happening at this point? 
 

 The Holy See, through the office of the Apostolic Nuncio, will engage in a process of 
consultation around Australia  - the nuncio has great freedom in identifying Bishops, 
priests, religious and laity who may be able to make a useful contribution in the 
consultation process 
 

 He will correspond with these people confidentially – this material is assembled and 
forwarded to the Congregation for Bishops at the Vatican 
 
 

 The congregation will make an assessment as to who might be a suitable appointment 
and they will give this advice to the Pope who makes the appointment 


