
 

 

 

19 November 2011 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ 

It was my intention to send each of you a personal Christmas card but various factors torpedoed 

such a proposal. 

It has been a challenging year for all of us, if not tumultuous. It is hardly necessary to list the 

natural disasters and those man-made. I do want to thank sincerely all the priests who have 

laboured long and hard in many isolated and difficult situations, as well as city  and suburban 

areas, all with their own particular challenges, who have been faithful ministers of Word and 

Sacrament. They have rightly won the admiration of many people as well as my own gratitude. 

The retired priests have been generous in assisting where they are able, for which we are grateful. 

The Religious Sisters, Lay Leaders and others who have served various communities are of great 

assistance in keeping the Church alive and active in the communities and agencies. We thank them 

for their dedication.  It is pleasing to see the continued fruitful cooperation in the ecumenical 

ventures.  I had hoped to have visited many of the parishes in the Diocese but have not managed 

to do so. However, I am grateful for the welcome where I have been involved in parishes and 

schools.  

The sorrow of Bp Bill’s departure was mitigated somewhat by the outpouring of affection and 

gratitude during the Mass of Thanksgiving. Perhaps we can gain inspiration from his frequent 

declaration that he is experiencing deep peace and loves the Church and wants her mission to 

flourish.  It is pleasing to hear that the process for the appointment of a new bishop is now under 

way. It is appropriate to pray for the influence of the Holy Spirit in the selection of the new bishop. 

There is a Mass for the Election of a Bishop, page 1308, in the Roman Missal which could be used 

frequently or occasionally. 

We have the experience of praying the new English translation of the Roman Missal for a some 

weeks.  At Pentecost we will be part of the launch of the Year of Grace and later in 2012, we will 

have the launch of the Year of Faith. Hopefully these happenings will provide an opportunity for a 

deepening of faith, hope and charity. 

There has been a growing desire to focus on current and future pastoral needs in the Diocese so 

with the encouragement of the College of Consultors and the Personnel Board, I am calling 

together the members of the former Council of Priests and the Diocesan Pastoral Council, which 

technically are in recess until the new bishop takes office. To avoid confusion, in the interim they 

will be known as the Ad Hoc Committee of Priests  and the Ad Hoc Diocesan Pastoral Committee. 

The meeting dates and venues in 2012 for the Ad Hoc Committee of Priests have been decided.  

 



Despite the busyness of life may we hear afresh the declaration :  I am bringing you news of great 

joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. (Lk 2:10-11) May the beauty, the mystery and the joy of the Nativity of the Lord be a special 

experience for us in 2011. I wish each and everyone a blessed and peaceful Christmas with much 

hope and joy. 

Yours sincerely in the Lord. 

 

 

Most Rev Brian V Finnigan, DD 

Apostolic Administrator 

Diocese of Toowoomba  


